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Area of research: Effects of classroom practices on reading 

Purpose of Study 
The purpose of this study was to determine if Concept-Oriented Reading Instruction (CORI) would increase reading comprehension, student motivation, and student engagement when compared to traditional instructional (TI) methods. 

Brief summary of literature as stated in article 
The CORI instructional model has previously been studied in the text of science, however the researchers choose to implement this model in the area of literacy/history instruction. CORI enables readers to engage in the information text for at least 75 minutes in a 90-minute class period. In order to achieve academic literacy in this subject area, teacher planning was focused on student engagement in reading the text. Four supports for motivational-engagement were implemented including (1) competence support, (2) providing choice, (3) emphasizing importance of reading, and (4) arranging collaboration. 

Experimental questions 
The investigators wanted to answer two questions regarding the effectiveness of CORI that integrates history with literacy instruction. First, to what extent does CORI enable students to achieve competencies in reading comprehension more effectively than traditional instruction for middle school students. Secondly, they wanted to determine how motivation and engagement of middle school students was facilitated by the four CORI supports in comparison with traditional instruction. 

The researchers believed that CORI would provide higher student reading comprehension than TI and that the students’ perceived level of support would increase motivation and engagement. 
Methods used in the study: 

a. Subjects in study 
A total of 615 seventh grade students attending four different middle schools made up the participant population for this experimentation. Some original teachers and students were excluded for several reasons; data was used from only those who completed the study measures. There were 11 instructors, all having varying levels of teaching experience. 

b. Experimental methods 
The researchers used a switching replications experimental design to measure the effectiveness of the CORI motivational-engagement supports on reading comprehension for these participants. In this design, there is no need for random group assignment because all students are exposed to both the treatment and the control groups. CORI is the treatment and TI is the control. All biases are controlled including ability, interest, attention, comprehension, and demographic factors because each individual student’s increase in comprehension is compared under the treatment and control conditions. The students who are in the control group in phase one, become the treatment group for phase two. A self-report survey completed by the students was used to determine students’ reading motivations and engagement after participation in both CORI and TI groups. Data was collected three times during the school year. 

Results of the study 
For the first hypothesis, statistical analysis showed that when students were taught with CORI the group receiving it increased in reading comprehension, and when TI was used, reading comprehension did not change. The second hypothesis was also confirmed; the motivational and engagement supports of CORI were stronger than those in TI for increasing the students’ motivation and engagement. 

Discussion & Conclusion from authors’ perspective 
The experimental design allows for strong inference that the use of CORI contributed to the students’ increase in reading comprehension. The researchers concluded that the instructional methods within CORI including the four supports listed above, history text, and instructional strategy are accountable for the increases in reading comprehension seen in this analysis. The variance in motivation-engagement was explained by the students’ perceptions of the supports in CORI. After the implementation of CORI, students felt more engaged and more motivated to read. 


Personal reflection on what you learned from this study 
It was great to read that continual research is done in the area of teaching methodology and that progress is made in acknowledging which methods are most effective. I hope to read more and use some of the methods noted in this research in my future classroom. I have spoken to many agriculture education teachers, and many did not participate in formal teaching education programs, leaving them without knowledge for CORI practices and many other classroom management techniques. I learned from this article that when students feel they are actively engaged in the content; they are more confident in the retention of the material to memory. 

